
 

FIRE EVACUATION ROUTE  
SUDDENLY BLOCKED FOR  
RESIDENTS 

Residents on El Granada Blvd 
Blocked from Access They’ve 
Had for Years to POST/GGNR 
road that Provides Essential 
Fire Escape Route if Lower 
Road is Blocked 

 



 

Top of El Granada Blvd: Yellow right-hand road goes to private residence located at north 
edge of Quarry Park. Left-hand road is County-owned a few feet after the locked fence. 

SUMMARY OF ISSUES: 

A traditional access point has suddenly been closed to residents as a fire evacuation route as 
well as to GGNR trails used by residents for decades. The new owner of an adjacent road (800 
El Granada Blvd) recently welded shut the pedestrian access point to the left of this fence.  In 
an evacuation emergency, with the traditional access point now blocked, many residents would 
not be able to climb this gate since it is quite high. 

The attached map images very clearly show the narrow 20’ bulb-shaped portion of the access 
road that is blocking public access to hundreds of acres of public land - access they have had 
for well over a decade. An appropriate public easement could restore a safe fire and recreation-
al access point without causing any undue inconvenience or harm to the O’Neill’s residence that 
is literally almost a mile away on a completely different road. 

The entire area at the top of El Granada Blvd is designated Open Space in the County General 
Plan. In this specific case, the public’s expectation is that a very small link could create a per-
manent fire access evacuation route and connection to thousands of acres of public lands. 



1.  Blocked Access to Fire Evacuation Route 

- The access point at the side of the left-hand gate leading to GGNR land has been available to 
residents for well over a decade. I and many other residents living in the top portion of El 
Granada Blvd (“EG Blvd”) have been counting on this access if the lower part of EG Blvd is 
blocked by downed power lines or trees in a fire evacuation situation. 

- High-transmission power lines cross EG Blvd over 34 times in less than a mile, and this area 
often gets northeast winds of 30-50+ mph.  A downed line that sparked a fire, or any fire in the 
lower part of the road, would likely block evacuation access for uphill residents and result in po-
tentially hundreds of residents being trapped at the top of the hill. 

- There is no other evacuation route for residents above 262 EG Blvd. If the lower part of the 
road is blocked, these residents will be trapped and there is nowhere to go but uphill.  The only 
possible escape route would be beyond the left-hand gate, up the paved road to chaparral-cov-
ered land without flammable eucalyptus trees. Residents could possibly shelter in place away 
from Quarry Park and eucalyptus-lined EG Blvd, or take the left-hand single-track path a mile up 
that road that can be walked or biked down to Highway 1.  

2.  Blocked Access to GGNR Trails 

 - Access point at side of left-hand locked gate has been used by residents for well over a 
decade to access POST and GGNR park trails for hiking and biking. The ranger who lived fur-
ther along this road specifically told me and many other residents for years that they had every 
right to access this road and the public trails of Rancho Corral de Tierra past this gate. 

- The left-hand road leads uphill to the old gun club and ridge, and has been used for many 
years for a hiking and biking route to access POST and GGNR land by local residents. 

- The right-hand road leads to a private house, the “Wicklow House,” at 800 El Granada Blvd on 
the north edge of Quarry Park (see attached survey), which the new owner is trying to sell. 

- Two main trails that connect Quarry Park to GGNR land are well-established and have been 
used for years. (There are STRAVA heat maps and other digital trackers that can be provided 
establishing longstanding use of these access points including the gate crossing on EG Blvd, if 
needed.) 

- The O’Neills, previous owner of the Wicklow House, granted an easement to POST for use of 
the left-hand gate, but the land beyond was never part of the Wicklow estate.  

We respectfully request that access be restored immediately, since a dangerous fire sea-
son is approaching.  Ideally a permanent prescriptive easement could restore access. The 
residents of El Granada would appreciate appropriate action by San Mateo County, POST, and 
GGNRA to accomplish this important coastal safety feature with the byproduct of recreational 
access that was the original intent of the public acquisition of this land. 

- Karen Allanson, El Granada Blvd resident 



BACKGROUND 
  
2003 - the land at right gate that surrounds the Wicklow house was deeded to Peninsula Open 
Space Trust (POST).  The land at the left gate was never part of Wicklow and belonged to an-
other family was deeded to POST as well.   

2003 - when the land was deeded to POST there was a line adjustment done (attached record 
of lot line adjustment survey sheet 1 and 2 of Record of Survey lot line adjustment 
2003-065504).  For reasons not currently understood that lot line was adjusted to include the left 
gate that was not originally part of the Wicklow property.    
  
2006 - the O'Neill family, dba Wicklow House, granted an easement to POST for nonexclusive 
use of the roadway.  The easement included access for "emergency use only" and to "connect 
to utilities" and for "ingress and egress through the northerly gate/driveway area abutting El 
Granada Boulevard".  The easement also provided that O'Neill would not construct "buildings or 
similar structures which would impede the use of the Easement Area" (document Attachment). 
  
2014 - POST transferred APN: 047-340-290 including all easements to San Mateo County via 
grant deed.  POST conveyed the property to the County "with the expectation that if possible the 
Property remain in its natural state with existing recreational uses on designated trails such as 
walking, jogging, mountain biking and dog walking on a leash." (See Sources below.)  
  
2019 - Wicklow House, 800 EG Blvd, was inherited by Sean O'Neill.   

2021 - historical pedestrian emergency and recreational access was blocked without notice or 
permits. 
  
    
PUBLIC STATEMENTS and Promises from POST and San Mateo County   
    
“Thanks to the O’Neill family, you will be able to hike from the beach at Mirada Surf up through 
the eucalyptus forest of Wicklow through Rancho Corral de Tierra to Montara Mountain. You'll 
then have the opportunity to trek down through the complex of state and county parks that lead 
to Pacifica or over to the trail that will be formed along Highway 1 after the Devil's Slide tunnel is 
complete.”  [POST Press Release from 2002.] 
    
   
San Mateo County - 2014  
In 2014 POST transferred the Wicklow property to San Mateo County. 
    
“The existing facilities like parking and restrooms at neighboring Quarry Park make for a natural 
gateway to the Wicklow addition,” said Parks Director Marlene Finley. 

https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-accepts-478-coastside-acres-
from-peninsula-open-space-trust/article_60a70d94-b15d-510c-84a8-bf0c736534e0.html   

San Mateo County accepts 478 coastside acres from Peninsula Open Space Trust
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-accepts-478-coastside-acres-
from-peninsula-open-space-trust/article_60a70d94-b15d-510c-84a8-bf0c736534e0.html 

https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-accepts-478-coastside-acres-from-peninsula-open-space-trust/article_60a70d94-b15d-510c-84a8-bf0c736534e0.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-accepts-478-coastside-acres-from-peninsula-open-space-trust/article_60a70d94-b15d-510c-84a8-bf0c736534e0.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-accepts-478-coastside-acres-from-peninsula-open-space-trust/article_60a70d94-b15d-510c-84a8-bf0c736534e0.html
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