Quarry Park Eucalyptus Crown Fire
An Accident Waiting to Happen ?




Background

The Paradise fire brought home the devastation caused by high winds,
hot temperatures and low humidity.

Quarry Park is more than 1/2 square mile of eucalyptus that could
make El Granada a synonym for Paradise.

| started this slideshow after a 2017 trip to Portugal where my wife
and | saw how closely the area resembled home, with it’s eucalyptus
and broom. A month later massive wild fires killed 60 people in the
area we had travelled through.

The last time El Granada had a major fire was in late November 1929
when a wildfire raged from Pescadero to Montara.

So far, we have been fortunate, but we cannot
continue to rely on luck!
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Montara / El Granada - 1929




The Good News (Mostly)

We live in the high humidity coastal fog belt
which, historically, has rarely sustained a major
fire.

In the historic past, only the ridgetops and inland
areas have experienced major fires.

Unfortunately, seasonal humidity is decreasing,
temperatures are rising and the incidence of
Diablo winds is increasing.

And we are now in a Very High Fire Hazard Zone!
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High Pressure & Diablo Wind
10/15/2020
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Fire Insurance Rate Hikes and Cancellations

' CPUCFire-Threat Map
Adopted by CPUC January 19, 2018

u The data portrayed in the CPUC Fire-Threat Map were developed under Rulemaking 15-05-006,
following procedures in Decision (D.) 17-01-009, revised by D.17-06-024, which adopted a work plan for
the development of a utility High Fire-Threat District (HFTD) for application of enhanced fire safety
requlations. The aforementioned decisions ordered that the HFTD be comprised of two individual map
products. One of those map products is this CPUC Fire-Threat Map. The CPUC Fire-Threat Map depicts

‘ areas where enhanced fire safety regulations found in Decision 17-12-024 will apply. The final CPUC Fire-
Threat Map was submitted to the Commission via a Tier 1 Advice Letter that was adopted by the
- Commission's Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) with a disposition letter on January 19, 2018. All

data and information portrayed on the CPUC Fire-Threat Map are for the expressed use called out in
D.17-12-024, and any other use of this map are not the responsibility or endorsed by the Commission or
it's supporting Independent Review Team.
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El Granada Highlands — No Exit
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Fire at EG Blvd & San Pedro Rd
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Slope X Wind + Ignition = Quarry Park
Crown/Canopy Fire?

Leaves of the crown are rnch in flammable oils Spotfire

Wind direction —p

Fire head

Qils preserve fallen leaves on forest floor and help fuel the fire
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Virtually Impossible to Fight Canopy Fire!



How Would it Start?

Urban Boundary Accidents

— House Wiring, Power Poles, Transformers, etc.

— Engine sparks (Including Generators, Off Road Vehicles)
— Barbeque Grills

Aerial Fireworks & Gasoline Fire (Quarry Park
Rave — August 29, 2020)

Cigarettes (Anytime)

Off Road Motorcycles (September 13, 2020)
Arson

Powerlines (1.8 Miles above EG highlands)
Spread from GGNRA, SFPUC Lands



Fire Probability

 The probability of a major fire in El Granada is
relatively low in that we have averaged 1 Diablo
Wind event per year.

* However, September, October and November
have multiple days with 40+ mph winds and
temperatures in the upper 80’s. With very low
humidity, these factors cause high flammability
conditions within a single day.

* Although the probability of a eucalyptus canopy
fire in Quarry Park may be relatively low, the
outcome will be a catastrophe!



If a Canopy Fire started in Quarry Park
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So If Fire Suppression is Very Unlikely,
What Can Be Done ?

Remove Mature Eucalyptus Trees to establish
defensible perimeters.

Prioritize large tree removal over ground fuel
clearance even if fuel remains on the ground.
Brush fires are suppressible, crown fires are not.

Establish fire webcams covering Quarry Park

Establish volunteers as FireWatch during Diablo
wind events.

But Most Importantly - Convince our elected
officials to fund the effort.



Liability & Funding

Life threatening locations, especially EG Blvd.
with no exit.

Potential Loss of more than $2.2 Billion (2,212
Housing Units x S1 million avg.) ?

What liability does San Mateo County have in the
event of a eucalyptus fire due to insufficient
maintenance in face of fire threat ?

What is the cost to clear cut %2+ square mile of
eucalyptus? (S 43,000,000? @ $130,000/acre)

How do we fund clearcutting 1 / 2 square mile of
eucalyptus? ( Calfire loggers?)



Priorities

* 1- Protect Lives - Remove mature eucs along
EG Blvd where people have no escape from
either a Quarry Park initiation point or a San
Pedro intersection crossover.

e 2 - Protect Property - Same as above. Plus
increase removal of all County Eucs bordering
EG (Quarry Park and Medians).

* 3 -Worry about disposal, replanting, etc.



Action |

* Declare an Emergency — If it isn’t one now, by fall it will be!

e Obtain funding to ensure that quarry park and the coastside
are eucalyptus removal priorities due to:

Vulnerable population including elderly

Areas with no evacuation options when exposed to fast moving
wildfire.

Lack of hospitals and effective evacuation routes from coastside ( 92 &
Highway 1 will probably be at a standstill )

Property Destruction with uninsured owners.
Extreme Slopes in Quarry Park block firefighting efforts

Multi Agency Funding Co-ordination — Feds, GGNRA & FEMA , State
Parks, County Parks & County DPW, SFPUC are stakeholders.

MCC letters to local state and federal government that this is a “pay
now or pay later” and that the consequences of inaction are deadly!



The Consequences of Inaction are
Death and Destruction




